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London 1 Dec. 23. TOY 


READ o V 
at 2 4 Meeting, to confider the two Ads. lately paſſed for pre- 


x and Sedition. 


| ' RESOLVED; That it is eſſential to the elle of the: Peoples 
that they ſhould have à corre& knowledge of their Political 
Rights, and to what extent they are, from time 0 thn, reſtrained 
by the Acts of the Legiſlature. ' 

Reſolved,” That we cannot, at the preferit important bY EIT 


do a greater ſervice to' our _Countrymerr _ 5 N the | 


Report now read. * 
| Reſolyed, That this Report be. publiſhed. r iti whET a, 


. JOAN: CAATHELD, Chairman 


2 Ws; | 


* . : 
„. 3 


E RE PORT. | 
not better 7 moliſh the "ob; ec of our 
| Sa meg ian by endeavouring to analyle the two 

Acts referred to our conſideration; to point out what alterations 
they appear to us to have made in the Law of the land and what 


the People may in our opinion {till do by lam in the aſſertion of 


their public Rights, notwithſtanding he 0 Acts. 
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the following ſeven things 


tentions, being expreſſed, uttered, or declared. _ 


| bodily harm tending to death or deſtruction, or attually maitnting 
or wotinding him, and that toe Inh an intention of producing 
| his desth, would not have been ſpecific Tresſons, but only overt 


Ft . 

Lord GREZMVILII's Act conſiſts of two branches; the firſt lic 
relating to High Treaſon, andthe ſecumd to what is called Sedition. ſec 
Buy the rtl, is declared to be High Treaſon. 9 5 

To compaſs, imagine, invent, deviſe, or intend any one of 


1 
. 
* 


= Death or deſtru ion, ? of the erſon 
ſtruction, | 

3. Maim or wounding, 5 

4. Impriſonment or reſtraiut, 
5. To deprive or depoſe him or them from the ſtyle, honour, 
or kingly name of the Imperial Crown of this tealm, or 

of any other of his Majeſty's dominions or countries. 
6. To levy war againſt hs Majeſty, de. within the realm. 
1. In order, by force or conſtraint, to compel him 
to change his meaſures or counſels, or, : 

2. In order to put any force or conſtraint upon both 

| Houſes, er either Houſe of Parliament, © ' 

g. In order to intimidate or overawe both Hoafes, or ). 

either Houſe of Parlianient.. | e 5 

7. To move or ſtir any foreigner or ſtranger with force to in- , 

Eh vade this realm, & e, F 


Such compaſſings, imaginations, inventions, devices, or in- 


heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors. 


1. By publiſhing any printing or writing, or, 
2. By any vert act, or deed. V 
Of theſe things, before this Act, one only was a ſpeciſic Trea- 
fori, Viz. fo compaſs or imagine the King's death. Of the 
feſt, we believe we may aflert, that even adtually doing him any 


* 


acts of gompaſſing his death; that # conſpiracy to impriſon of 
reſtain the perſon of the King, or te deprive or depoſe him, 
or to levy war againſt him, were not conſidered as ſpecific 
Treaſons, but at the utmoſt as ouvert acts of compaſling his death; 
that a conſpiracy with a foreign prince, or actually inciting him to 
_ invade the realm, was alſo no ſpecific Treaſon, but only an 
overt act of compaſſing the King's death; and that a conſpiracy to 
levy war, in ordef to put any Forde or conſtraint upon, or to 
intimidate or overawe both Houſes or either Houſe of Parliament, 
was not even an overt act of an Treaſon : But by this Ad, the 
bare intention of any fingle individual, without conſpiracy with 
& hers, to do atty one of the things mentioned, is created -a ſpecific 
Treafon, and that intetitfon may be itffetted from what he may 
ibliſh by pfititing of writing. The state of information among 
he e gives us reafor to hope that no man will ever be con- 
victed ur der this act; but what a powerful insttument of oppo 
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LM 
-n || from it fu, become, by bring made the foundation of tate prox 
. ſecutions; appears to us too manifest to require any farther G- 
of - I of the ſtatute is to continue in force till the end 


liciou 


which the conviction is; the haniſhment or tran 
for any term nat exc eeding ſeven years. . 

This branch of the dtatute is to continue in force for three 
years from the day when at was palled, and till che end of che 
the then next Seſſion af Parliament: it extends only to England. 


the reaſon of which is obvious from the late ſentences of the 


or tranſparted, to be atilarge within Great Britain before the ex- 
piratiom af his term: Froſecutions under 3tmuſt be within fix 


mut be by the Oaths af two witneſſes, But that no offender may 


the Acape With impunity, it is provided chat the A& mall not pre- 


any vont ar affet any proſecution by information or indictment at 


ung Common Law, unleſs the party ſhall have been Keſt Pprofecuted 
over Af abe many praſecutions and conmtions, which have taken 
wes during che courſe of the laſt three ycais, for-what is termed 
him, edition. be confidered:asa proof of what Was really the Law of 
abe Country, it may be ſuppaſed by ſome, that the only altera 
-ath; tion antroduced hy bis brangh of the Statute, is the novelty of 
ol che puniſhment for the ſocond offence: we cannot, however, 
conſider the ſubje& in that light: dt is wue that heretgfore, a 
mam might haue heen prdlecuted, might have been convicted, 
and of courſe ſontenced to a ſeuoxe puniſhment, for almoſt every 
ching dhat may be praſecuted as an offence under this branch df 


things ſo profecuted were no offences, and that to proſecute them 
2s ſack, was contrary a the fundanfenial principles ofthe Con- 
Ritutional (freedam. juries have ſometimes been of that opinion, 
and have qeg uit ted where they were .cxpeRed to convict; it was 
probable, therefore, that proſecutions would for-the future, bg 
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ſportation to be = 


Count of Juſticiary in Scotland. To this. clauſe is added another 
by way of auxiliary, rendering it death for any perſon baniſhed 


che Statute: Rut there. were thaſe who conteived that man 


anſtituted, 2nd the occupation. of a Spy er Informer 
op as * 


7 
F 

| 
1 


of the people, without expoſing himſelf to be wantonly Aar raſſed 


« for the purpoſe, or on the pretext, of conſidering or preparing 
any a e declaration, or other addreſs to the 


purpoſe or on the pretext of deliberating on any grievance in Church | 


money, or in conſequence of kaving paid, or given, or agreeing 


_ alſo fign an authority to inlert it in the Newſpaper, which muſt 


Where more than 50 perſons are aſſembled for any of the pur- 


law way be altered, otherwife than by the authority of the King, 


— 


( 43 ): ny 
be lels eagerly and leſs. wantonly purſued, But by means of this 
A&, we conceive, that a ſyſtem, which we hoped was near its 
termination, will be reſtored, for a time at leaſt, with freſh vi- 

our; tat no man will be able, either in writing or in conver- i 
tion, to expreſs his diſapprobation of any abuſe, however. 
flagrant in the adminiſtration of the Government, or againſt any. 
political in ſtitution, however notoriouſly hoſtile to the intereſts 


by #rofecution, though he may not always be afraid of conviction. 
Mr. Pirr's Act has alſo two principal branches. 
By the ſirſt, every Meeting conſiſting of more than 50 perſons, 


King, or to both Houſes, or either Houſe of Parliament, for the 
alteration of matters eſtabliſhed in Church or State, or for the 


or State,” held without notice, is declared to be illegal. - + 
By the ſecond Every houſe, room, field, or other place 
where lectures ſhall be delivered, or public debates held concern- 
ing any ſuppoſed public grievance, or any matters relating to 
the Laws, Conſtitution, Government or policy of the kirgdom, 
where perſons are admitted for money, or by tickets fold for 


to pay or give money or other valuable thing for admiſſion,“ is 
declaredto be a diſorderly houſe, &c. unlefs previouſly: licenſed. 
The notice required to render legal any meeting held for the 
purpoſes deſcribed in the firſt branch, muſt either be inſerted in 
ſome public Newſpaper uſually circulated in the diſtri, or deli- 
vered to the Clerk of the Peace, five days, at leaſt, before the 
meeting be held, ff F-cotrro 
It muſt be ſigned by not leſs than ſeven reſident houſeholders 
of the diſtri ; muſt contain their places of abode and deſcriptions, 
and muſt ſpecify the time and place of meeting, and the pur- 
Pole for which it is to be held; and where it is given by adver- 
tiſement, ſeven of the reſident houſeholders who ſigned it, muſt 


be written at the foot of a true copy of the notice, and delivered 
to the perſon required to inſert it. 2 8 
Poles mentioned in this branch of the Statute, without ſuch 
Previous notice, a Magiſtrate, by Proclamation, may order them 
to diſperſe: and if 12 remain together an hourafter Proclamation, 
they are to bc puniſhed with death. | 6) 1,04 


„ 
1 , 


Even, when a meeting is held in purſuance of notice, yet 
if the purpoſe for which the notice declares it is intended to be 
held, or if any thing mentioned in the notice, as intended to be 
diſcufſed-at the meetin g. ſhall purport that any thing eſtabliſhed by 


Lords 


(#3 
ite or ſtir up the people to-hatred or contempt. of the perſon of his 


my one Magiſtrate preſent, may by 'proclamation,. command the 
{Wcrſons aſſembled to diſperſe; and if twelve remain together one” 
our after proclamation, they ſhall be puniſhed with. death. 

Though the meeting be regularly aſſembled in p 
otice, and no objection be made to the purport of that notice, 


dr maintain any propolition for altering any thing by law eſta- 


derſon of his Majeſty. or of the Government and Con 


nto custody, to be dealt with according to law; and any obſtruc- 
ion being made to ſuch order, he may by proclamation, com- 


TT!!! dd y ß CES. Re 
cing By theſe two clauſes, we conceive the permiſſion to meet, on 


is Wotice previouſly given, is rendered altogether nugatory. The 
ſed. eople will ſeldom be very anxious to meet in conſiderable 


the umbers, for remonſtrating againſt any eſtabliſhed law. or inſti- 
d in Mition, or deliberating on any exiſting grievance, where the le- 
deli» iſlature has not already ſhewn a ſtrong difinclination to grant 
dreſs; it is natural, therefore, to ſuppoſe, that ſome interme - 
iate plan may be propounded for promoting the e the 

eeting, without an immediate application to the legiſlature, 


ions, ough the propoſers may have no intention, ultimately, to ac- 
pur- mpliſh it without the authority of that body; and it is hardly 
m oſſible that any language ſhould be uſed in remonſtrating againſt 
mu 


1 eſtabliſhed law, or obnoxious polite inſtitution, or in de- 
derating on/a grievance ſtrongly fe 


atred or contempt againſt ſome part of what he may conceive 


be the Government and Constitution of the realm. 


tion of this branch of the act, the Magistrate is authorized 
require the aſſistance of the peace officers of the district; and 


apprehending them. and carrying them before a Justice of 


hed by W; and if any ofthe perſons ſo aſſembled ſhall be killed, maim- 
King, | 5 | | ed, 


ords and Commons in Parliament aſſembled; or ſhall tend to in- 


zjeſty, or of the Government and Conſtitution of the realm, 


urſuance of 
yet if any-perſoa ſhall at ſuch meeting proceed to propound : 


liſhed, otherwiſe than by the authority of the King, Lords and 

ommons in Parliament aſſembled; or ſhall wilfully and adviſed- 

y make any propoſition, oi hold any diſcourſe, for the purpoſe _ 

pf inciting or _— up the people to hatred or 8 __ 
tution _ 

f this realm as by law eſtabliſhed?” Any ſingle Juſtice preſent 

t the meeting may, if he think fit, order ſuch perſon to be taken 


and the meeting to diſperſe, and if 12 perfons remain together 
n hour after ſuch proclamation, they may be puniſhed with 


It, which may no: by an ig- 
drant or venal Magiſtrate be conſidered as tending to excite 


In order, however, the more effectually to enforce the exe - 
here twelve or more continue aſſembled one hour after the f 


oclamation, he may command all his Majesty's ſubjects to aſſist 


ace, in order that they may be proceeded against according to 
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thaw, the Justice and his afſistants are i 


a lt” Wy? 4 
ARA” 


County. 
: artry an; Scotland. 
ehe County, or place where ſuch ng Mall be held. a 


Regs or Dixiſions. re 
of the County, ar of :the Divilion = the County, where ſuch 
Meoting Shall be holden, at their General en (Genera let 
6 Quart Seſhons of the Peace, 


_ up 1 head aſleaar of Auch Gizy or 


Corporat, called by the Aldorman, or eee af ſue 


waiceptians: to prammeithe intereſte, and pre ſer ve the #ights of ah 


mall ue for it, and ſhall be :atherwile -puntſhad;as t law £ 


tobe praſecuted accordingly. And every perſon managing, « 


6d; ar bunt, iu conſequence off the 


Te Sheriffs. depute, and their ſubstitutes, — 
trates im Scotland, are innested wich the ſame powers for 
pant ofthe united kingdom, as the Magiatrates in England. 

Fram che rost métions ampolſed by this branch of che Statute, 
r üngs of the following deſoriptions. | 

ting 25 any County, Riding, or Diviſion, called by 
the Lr Licenant, Custos Banur umz -e or n of ſuch 56 
called by: the Conwener of any County or Stews 


3- A Meeting called by two or more } Justices of the Peace off ; 


4- A Meeting of any County, having-different Ridings or Di. 


viſions, called by any two Juseioes of any ane or, of ſuch 
65. Any Meeting called by che maj or part of the Gun 


Any Meeting of any City, or Borough, or Town Carpe 


, or Town iCanparate: 85 
bares + Meeting way Ward or Didier, * Cuy or To: j 


Aud 8. Any Meeting, of any 'Comorate Body. 8 
Ho far dt is prabable chat advantage may be taken of 41 


gy dpi at unneceſſary here to enquire. 
effeftually — the reſtriction ampoſed by d 
ſocond hranch of this Statute, vt is provided, that the perſon rn 
whom any houfe, &c. hall he opened, or uſed for the! parpol 
mentioned un that branch, hall ſorfert a aol. to ſuch. 2 


ci 
cects, in · caſes cf diſorderly ihouſes; and that an parſon ho i i 
as unas ter ar mistreſs, or as having the command, gauge. 
ment, or management of any ſuch thauſe, &c. dall — 
ache perſon by whom the ſame is open or uſed, and he AI: 


conduttingithe proceedings, or acting as Preſident on Chaum 

every ſperſon febating or lecturing every perſon who ſhall n 
give, :colleft, or receive any money, ar other thing, far whe bat. 
mi ſſion af any perſon; and every-perſon-who ſhall del iar offly n 
distribute, or receive any ticket for admiſſion, knowing 


| 
houſe, Sc. to be opened for ſuch PRI ſhall xelpaktiv | by 


fort 


12 


1 25 7 3: 
e . Humbved pounds to fucks don av ſhall 
fon the fame. pe 


purpoſes mentioned in this. branch of the Statuta, may ga 
te, hither and demand admiſſions and on his being refuſed, the 
 {Wiwuſe, is to be deemed a diſorderly: houfe, or place, wirbhin the 
by ſncaning of the act; the ſame: penalues are impoſed on the feveral 
ich perſons before deſcribad, and. a penalty ol 100. eee 
efuſing admittance, 

Two Juſtices at the General Quarter See of the Feocn, or 
any Special Seſſrort, to be held for the purpoſe, may grant 4 
icence- for a year, or for any lefs time, te be ipecified in the l- 
ence, to any perſon or perſons they ſhall think proper, to de- 


W. 


e off 


Diver lectures or diſcourſes om any of the fubjects mentioned in 
ſuch nis branch of the Statute, wi ch muff, however cee - 


3 in the licener. 
ſuch rome, it is no difficult matter to conjecture; but leſt the jui- 


neralliices ſhould happen to be miſtakcen im their opzniox of the perfoas, 
e licence . revoked. and declared votd by. ny ade 


re juſtices for the ſame county, &c. at any General Quarter 
y ot 


of the Peace; and to enable them the better to judge 


hen ſuck licence ought 10 be revoked, the fame authority,aoder 
5 fame penalties in caſe of refuſal of admittance, is granted to 
iſtices, &c. as where no licence has been granted, the. admit - 
nee being demanded at the time of delivering, or at the time, 
pointed for delivering the lecture or difcourte. 5 


aA 


2 


de licence is worded, it ſeems to be confined to the cafe of a 
gle lecturer, and not to extend to houſes uſed for debate. 
The objetts of the ſirſt branch of this Statute, ſeem to be two: 


procuring the repeat of any law once cſiablifhed 5 and Second 
to reſtrain felect effocigtiens formed for the attainment of any 
cific political object. 


mpoſed of unconne ted individuals. 

1 e for us, therefore, to point out what, 1n our © 
le may till do, by lars, notwithſtanding this us 

The 5 


s; we think, thereforc, that 5 cannot be elixered, or 
bates. held “ concerning any ſuppoſed public grievance, or 
Wy matters relating to the laws, conſtitution, government, or 

licy of the kingdom,” i in any meeting, however ſmall the num - 


s, where admiffion is obtained for money: But that any par. 
lar perſon may deliver lectures on 2 — or on 


any 


Non y Juaice, Ac. who ſhall, by information upbn car, have 
* ro ſuſpers that amy houſe, &. is opened, or uſed for the 


perſons of wirat Ae fach licences are likety to be 


By the manner in which the clauſe relating to the W of 
rſt—to prevent gnerel meetings of che people for the purpoſa 


The view of the ſecond branch, feems to be the prevention of 
eral diſcuſſion on political FubjeRs 1 in eee 8 585 


branch makes no exception with res & to num 
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for in that cafe we are afraid the meeting might be conſidered as 


Itatute, is declared to be He without notice. — 


numerous, may be held without notice, for the purpoſe of con 


or other addreſs to the King, or to both Houſes, or to eithe 
Houſe of Parliament, against any bill pending in Parliament;“ ant 


 _ this statute, cannot be exerciſed or inflicted in the caſe of an 
| ſuch meeting. OR: | 


ance in church or state;“ That aſſociations compoſed of an 


by more than go perſons at a time; —That where a ſociety is con 
- mittee of Delegates from the diviſions; and, that where the 


district having its diviſions, and its Committee of Delegates fro 


managed by a Committee compoled of Delegates from the Cot 


| any matters relating to the laws, conſtitution, government, or 


policy of the kingdom,” and may (ſubjeft to what exception may 


| ariſe from Lord renville's at} expreſs himſelf with the ſame 
freedom he might have done before, provided nothing be taken 


for the admiſſion of his hearers. We think too, that debates may 


be held on © any matters relating to the laws, conſtitution, go- 
vernment, or policy of the kingdom, in any aſſembly however 
numerous, provided nothing be taken or gi ven for admiſſion 


and provided alſo, ihat no part of the laws, constitution, go- 
vernment; or policy of the kingdom, be repreſented as a grievance; 


being held © for the purpoſe, or on the pretext, of deliberating on 
prievances in church or ſtate ; which, by the firſt clauſe of the 


The reſtriction of the firſt branch of the ſtatute is confined tc 
meetings held for conſidering or preparing petitions, &c. fo 
the alteration of matters eſtabliſked, or for deliberating on grizvanc 
in chuch or state.“ We, therefore, concur in an opinion deli 
vered in the Houſe of Commons, that any meeting, howevel 


ſidering or preparing any petition, remonstrance, declaration 


that the powers vested in justices, and the penalties impoſed b 


Lastly, we think that any meeting, not exceeding 50 perſon 
may, not withstanding this statute, be still held“ for conſiderin 
or preparing any petition, &c. or for deliberating on any gria 


indefinite number of members, for the attainment of any politic 
objetts, may still ſubſist, provided its meetings be never attend! 


ſed of a great number, the members may meet in ſub · diviſio 
of go's, and the bufineſs of the ſociety be conducted by a Cor 


viſions are ſo many as to render the Committee of Delegates tc 
numerous, the ſociety may divide itſelf into local districts, cac 


theſe diviſions, and the concerns of the ſociety at large may | 


mittees of the districts. ; 8 1 he 
The statute is to continue for three years, from the day of! 

being paſſed, and until the end of the then next Seſſion of P. 

liament. | 8 5 5 
Proſecutions under it are to commence within ſix caland 


c lenqar months after the offence committed. 
Wy FINES. #-: + 


